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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

2. It is noted that although claims contain line numbers, the line numbers in the 
claims do not correspond to the preferred format. The preferred format is to number 
each line of every claim, with each claim beginning with line 1 . For ease of reference by 
both the examiner and applicant all future correspondence should include the 
recommended line numbering. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

0 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. The terms in the claims lack proper antecedent basis: 

i. the server - claim 2, line 5; 

ii. the participants - claim 3, lines 4-5; 



b. The claim language in the following claims is not clearly understood: 
i. As to claim 1 , line 4, the phrase "transforming the URL of the 
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search web page" is not clearly indicated that transforming the URL of the 
page into what format. 

ii. As to claim 2, line 5, it is uncertain whether "the server" refers to "a 
collaborative browsing server" in claim 2, line 3; 

Lines 5-6, it is not clearly understood what is meant by "requests the 
server of the requested web page to send it thereto " (i.e., Is it intended to 
mean that sending the requested web page to a web server?); 
Line 8, it is not clearly understood what is meant by "its server" (i.e., 
collaborative browsing server or server?) 

iii. As to claim 5, it is uncertain whether a web server refers to a target 
web server in claim 5, line 3; 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



6. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ohkado 



et al. (US 6,668,276), hereinafter Ohkado. 
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7. As to claim 8, Ohkado discloses a collaborative browsing system comprising: 
a collaborative browsing server processor (i.e., collaboration server, 110, fig. 3 

including a central processing unit (cpu), col. 7, lines 26-27) for communicating with a 
collaborative browsing client (i.e., customer, agent, fig. 1; 130, 170, fig. 3) (i.e., at the 
collaboration server, an httpd function for first receiving and then replying to http 
requests, col. 9, lines 11-12; customer sends request to start collaboration to the 
collaboration server, col. 11, lines 64-65); 

a web server (i.e., web server, 140, figs. 1 and 3; 111, fig. 3) therein a common 
gateway interface (CGI; i.e., providing a web server to interact dynamically with 
collaborative browsing server processor, col. 15, lines 6-27) for communicating with the 
collaborative browsing server processor (i.e., collaboration server is equipped with a 
web server, col. 9, lines 6-16; col. 12, lines 1-11); and 

an operating system for operating the web server (i.e., the code provides 
instructions to the CPU in unison with the operating system so as to execute the present 
invention, col. 7, lines 38-42; col. 8, lines 37-62). 

8. As to claim 1 , Ohkado discloses the invention a collaborative browsing method 
applied a collaborative browsing system (i.e., two web browsers are being shared the 
same HTML content; col. 9, lines 19-21; col. 6, lines 32-44), comprising: 

a first step of searching for web page that a user (i.e., customer; 1 30, fig. 1 ) 
requests (i.e., analyzing the contents of HTTP requests sent from the web browser to 
the web server; col. 9, lines 48-55; col. 10, lines 33-34), transforming the URL of the 
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searched web page (i.e., transition URL of the HTML code (web page); col. 6, lines 48- 
67; sending the translated HTML code to the customer web browser; col. 14, lines 20- 
21 ; page alterations can be detected on the customer side; col. 9, lines 26-27; 
translating the contents of the HTML code by HTML translator; col. 13, lines 47-53), 
storing it (i.e., caching HTML responses; col. 9, lines 17-18 and 23-25), and then 
transmitting the web page to the user (i.e., receiving responses from the web server to 
web browser; col. 10, lines 34-36); and 

a second step of sending the transformed URL of the web page to other users 
(i.e., agents; 170, fig. 1; col. 11, lines 8-12 and 46-49) who participate in the same 
session (i.e., collaboration session; col. 9, lines 31-36; col. 10, lines 8-12) in which the 
user is joining (i.e., sending the transition destination URL of HTML file, i.e., transformed 
URL web, to the second information terminal, i.e., other users; col. 3, lines 43-45), and 
transmitting the stored web page to the other users if they request it (i.e., the same URL 
can be displayed on the other users; col. 9, lines 23-25; two web browsers are being 
shared the same HTML content is returned for HTTP requests sent from two web 
browsers; col. 9, lines 19-21; col. 3, lines 45-47). 

9. As to claims 2 and 3, Ohkado discloses a collaborative browsing server (i.e., 
collaboration server, 110, fig. 3) receives the request for web page search from the user 
(i.e., at the collaboration server, an httpd function for first receiving and then replying to 
http requests is necessary; col. 9, lines 11-12 and 48-55) and requests the server of the 
requested web page to send it thereto (i.e., HTTP requests sent from the web browser 
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of client to the web server; col. 9, lines 49-51 ); the collaborative browsing server 
transforms the URL of the web page sent from its server into a URL of the collaborative 
browsing server (i.e., sending the translated HTML code to the customer web browser; 
col. 14, lines 20-21; page alterations can be detected on the customer side; col. 9, lines 
26-27; translating the contents of the HTML code by HTML translator; col. 13, lines 47- 
53)and stores it (i.e., caching HTML responses; col. 9, lines 17-18 and 23-25); and the 
collaborative browsing server transmits the web page whose URL has been 
transformed to the user (i.e., receiving responses from the web server to web browser; 
col. 10, lines 34-36). 

10. As to claim 4, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 above. In 
addition, Ohkado discloses a recording medium (i.e., MO or CD-ROM; col. 7, lines 35- 
37) capable of being read by a computer (col. 7, lines 38-46), the recording medium 
recoding a program for executing a first function of searching for a web page that a user 
requests (col. 4, lines 54-63; col. 5, lines 27-36). 

11. As to claim 5, Ohkado discloses a collaborative browsing server processor (i.e., 
collaboration server, 110, figs, land 3) for retrieving a web page from a target web 
server (i.e., web server, 140, figs. 1 and 3; 111, fig. 3) through HTTP (Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol) to process the web page (col. 6, lines 45-50) and store the processed 
web page therein (i.e., collaboration server storing the HTML content in its cache 
manager; col. 9, lines 17-18 and 23-25); 
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a web server (i.e., web server, 140, figs. 1 and 3; 1 1 1 , fig. 3) provided with a 
storage memory (i.e., RAM, ROM, hard disk drive, etc) and a common gateway 
interface (CGI; i.e., providing a web server to interact dynamically with collaborative 
browsing server processor, col. 15, lines 6-27) for being communicated with the 
collaborative browsing server processor (i.e., collaborative browsing server is equipped 
with a web server, col. 9, lines 6-16; col. 12, lines 1-11); and 

a web browser (i.e., web browser, 131, 175, fig. 3), provided with a 
communication module (i.e., modem, communications adapter card (Ethernet or token 
ring card), col. 7, lines 54-56), a first and a second communicating communication 
channels, for communicating with the web server through the first communication 
channel (i.e., web browsers designate URLs and send requests to web servers and 
receive responses sent from the web server, col. 10, lines 33-36; customer terminal is 
linked to the web server, col. 11, lines 62-63) and for receiving/sending TCP/IP socket 
(i.e., connecting to a network via serial port, col. 7, lines 54-55) through second 
communication channel to communicate the communication module (i.e., connecting to 
a network via modem or the communications adapter card, col. 7, line 55-58), and the 
collaborative browsing server processor, respectively (i.e., the customer sends a 
request to start collaboration to the collaborative server, col. 1 1 , lines 64-65). 

12. As to claim 6, Ohkado discloses the collaborative browsing server processor 
transfers information from the communication module to a communication module of 
other users (i.e., The collaborative server is connected to a network via modem or the 
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communications adapter card and is capable of communicating with other computers, 
col. 7, line 54-58). 

13. As to claim 7, Ohkado discloses the first communication channel transfers 
information by using HTTP (i.e., HTTP requests sent from the web browser of customer 
to the web server, col. 9, lines 48-51 ; col. 10, lines 27-29). 



Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Aravamudan et al, patent 6,732,145, Kusuda et al, patent 6,567,848, Anupam et al, 
patent 5,991 ,796, Anupam et al, patent 5,862,330, Cuomo et al, patent 5,861 ,883 
disclose the method and system for collaborative browsing among users. 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is (703)305- 
9669. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703)305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jungwon Chang 
July 21 ,2004 
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